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CONSUMER REGISTER lists summaries of major consumer proposals before Federal agen- 
cies. If you wish to submit written comments, include your name & address, state the name 
& Federal Register citation of the proposal on which you are commenting and explain your 


views briefly & clearly. 


Motorcycle helmets 


Aug. 11 is deadline for comments on a Transportation 
Dept. proposal to establish safety requirements for motor- 
cycle helmets. 


Department officials report that two-thirds to three- 
fourths of the fatalities that follow motorcycle accidents 
are the result of head injuries. The department proposed 
a regulation for helmets to help to eliminate some of those 
head injuries. 


Under the proposal, helmets would have to pass a 
series of tests designed to measure how much protection 
the helmet would offer in the event of an accident. One of 
the most important tests would measure the helmet’s im- 
pact resistance. 


The proposal also would require that helmets not 
seriously restrict the cyclist’s peripheral vision. 


In addition, manufacturers would have to provide a 
label in each helmet instructing wearers as to what cleans- 
ers and paints might be used on the helmet. Chemical ac- 
tion of a number of common household substances can do 
serious structural damage to the helmet, damage which is 
not always visible to the helmet owner or user. 


If the proposal goes into effect, it would be the first 
federal standard governing motorcycle helmets. There 
are voluntary standards for the motorcycle helmet in- 
dustry such as those of the Snell Foundation and the 
American National Standards Institute (the ANSI stand- 
ard is known as Z 90.1). Transportation officials say, how- 
ever, that many helmets with certification labels actually 
do not meet the voluntary industry standards. The Fed- 
eral standards would make noncompliance with safety 
requirements illegal. 


Details—Federal Register: May 19, page 10079. Send 
comments to Docket Section, National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, Washington, DC 20590. 


Nonprescription drugs 


Food & Drug Administration has published results of 
a National Academy of Sciences-National Research Coun- 
cil review of effectiveness claims for various nonprescrip- 
tion blood-building and anti-infection drugs. 


The blood-building drugs included in the report are 
those that claim to be chiefly for treatment of iron- 
deficiency anemia, The anti-infection preparations are 
those with claims of fighting a variety of infections, in- 
cluding athlete’s foot, minor wounds and acne. 


The NAS-NRC reports cite the claims made for each 
product and give the review panel’s rating of each drug 
as “effective,” “probably effective,” “possibly effective” or 
“ineffective” for the advertised use. 


NAS-NRC studied the drugs at FDA’s request as 


part of FDA’s Drug Efficacy & Implementation program 
(DESI). The DESI program was to evaluate the effec- 
tiveness of prescription products, but the program in- 
cluded some nonprescription products, such as those men- 
tioned above. Recently, FDA announced a full-scale re- 
view of over-the-counter drugs. It will delay action on 
the nonprescription drugs in the DESI review until the 
same drugs are considered as part of the Over-the- 
Counter Drug Review program. 


Details—Federal Register: June 6, pages 11278 & 
11281. 


Buttermilk in cheese 


A new Food & Drug Administration regulation will 
allow the use of buttermilk as an optional ingredient in 
pasteurized process cheese foods. The agency received 
3 comments in favor of the proposal and one against. 
National Cheese Institute, a cheese trade organization, 
proposed the regulation. 


Under the regulation, which goes into effect Aug. 
12, buttermilk solids may be used instead of nonfat dry 
milk in making cold-pack cheese foods and spreads, FDA 
officials say the buttermilk will give the cheese a smooth 
texture with increased resistance to fat separation. 


Details—Federal Register: June 13, page 11722. 


Dietary foods 


New Food & Drug Administration labeling require- 
ments, which go into effect Aug. 15, will apply to foods 
sold for persons on low salt diets or for persons with 
allergies. 


Labels on foods that purport to be prepared for per- 
sons with allergies must show 
—the usual name and the quantity of each ingredient; 
—the plant or animal that is the source of each ingredient; 
—a statement of the nature of any food treatment or 
processing if the product’s special dietary use is the result 
of special processing. 


If the food is to be used by persons on low salt or low 
sodium diets, the label must show the amount of sodium 
in the food. 


Details—Federal Register: May 17, page 97638. 


Cough remedies 


Food & Drug Administration has published reports on 
the effectiveness of selected cough medicines sold without 
prescription. 


National Academy of Sciences-National Research 





Council prepared the effectiveness reports for FDA as part 
of FDA’s Drug Efficacy Study & Implementation (DESI) 
program. The reports rated cough medicines either 
“effective,” “probably effective,” “possibly effective” or 
“ineffective.” 

The purpose of the DESI program was evaluation of 
some 4,000 prescription products. However, the study 
included 420 over-the-counter preparations. Currently, 
FDA is attempting a thorough evaluation of nonprescrip- 
tion drugs through its Over-The-Counter Drug Review 
program. The agency will take no action on the nonpre- 
scription drugs reviewed in the DESI project until it con- 
siders the same drugs as part of the OTC project. 


Details—Federal Register: June 20, page 12166. 


Seafood cocktails 


Aug. 21 is deadline for comments on a Food & Drug 
Administration proposal to require manufacturers to state 
the percentage of seafood ingredients on the labels of sea- 
food cocktails. 


Under the FDA percentage labeling proposal, a sea- 
food cocktail label would tell consumers what types of sea- 
food the product contains & the percentage of each sea- 
food ingredient in the product. 


FDA proposed percentage labeling to avoid the time- 
consuming process of trying to set requirements for mini- 
mum amounts of seafood in cocktails. The percentage 
labeling method would allow manufacturers to vary 
amounts of seafood they use in their products—so long as 
the amount used is clearly stated on the label. 


Details—Federal Register: June 22, page 12327. 
Send comments to Hearing Clerk, Health, Education & 
Welfare Dept., 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Drug imports 


Aug. 22 is deadline for comments on a Food & Drug 
Administration proposal that would specify procedures 
for foreign drug manufacturers to follow in registering 
with FDA. 


Under existing law, any foreign company that manu- 
facturers, prepares, compounds or processes drugs may 
register voluntarily with FDA. By registering, a com- 
pany can avoid unnecessary delays in the admission of its 
drugs into the U.S. 


FDA’s proposed regulations would require the foreign 
drug company to provide information about its products 
and its manufacturing methods when registering with the 
agency. Among other things, the company would have 

—to supply a statement from its own govern- 
ment’s health authorities to assure FDA officials that 
the manufacturer has adequate facilities to manufac- 
ture drugs in compliance with FDA or World Health 

Organization safety and quality standards, 

—to describe manufacturing methods and facili- 
ties. 


—to list drugs to be offered under the company’s 
registration and state whether the sale of each drug is 
allowed or forbidden in its own country. 

—to identify each drug substance by the com- 
monly used name. 

—to describe studies on the stability of each drug. 

—to set out procedures by which FDA can verify 
the statements the company makes or the information 
it registers. This would include provisions for inspec- 
tion by FDA representatives in order to determine 
whether the drugs are manufactured in a plant operat- 
ing under sanitary conditions. 


Details—Federal Register: May 24, page 10510. Send 
comments to the Hearing Clerk, Dept. of Health, Educa- 
tion & Welfare, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Consumer safety officers 


Civil Service Commission has established the first set 
of educational requirements for the government’s con- 
sumer safety officers. 


Consumer safety officers help enforce the laws & regu- 
lations protecting consumers from foods, drugs, cosmetics, 
fabrics, toys & household products that are ineffective, im- 
properly labeled or dangerous. Duties may include inspec- 
tion of food & drug manufacturing companies; investigat- 
ing complaints of injuries caused by regulated products; 
advising industry, state & local officials & consumers on 
enforcement policies & on interpretations of regulations. 


The new Civil Service regulations require consumer 
safety officers to have at least (1) a bachelor’s degree plus 
30 semester hours of biology, chemistry, pharmacy, physi- 
cal sciences, food technology, nutrition, home economics, 
epidemiology or engineering or (2) the 30 hours of spe- 
cialized training plus a combination of education and 
experience to substitute for 4 years of college. 


Details—Federal Register: June 27, page 12653. 


Mattress flammability 


Manufacturers producing mattresses after May 31, 
1973, will have to comply with a new Commerce Dept. 
standard designed to reduce injuries and deaths caused 
by mattress fires. 


The new standard requires mattresses to be virtually 
immune to being set afire by a burning cigarette. Com- 
merce Dept. officials say burning cigarettes are the ma- 
jor cause of mattress fires. A cigarette allowed to burn 
on a present-day mattress will ignite the mattress at 
least 50% of the time. Mattresses that comply with the 
new standard will resist ignition 99.9% of the time. 


The standard will cover mattress pads as well as 
mattresses, including mattresses for day beds, bunk beds, 
convertible sofa beds, rollaway beds & other furniture 
with detachable mattresses. 


Details—Federal Register: June 7, page 11362. 


This listing is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items deemed of par- 
ticular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or au- 
thorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of the Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Tuesday through Saturday (except days after Federal holidays) by Office of 
the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration, Washington, 
DC. Subscriptions cost $2.50 a month or $25 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The superintendent also sells individual copies 
of Federal Register for 20¢ each. Copies of Federal Register usually are available in public, college and uni- 


versity libraries. 
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